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Casey at the Bat

When it comes to dealing witk Congress, CIA Director
Wiliam Casey piays a cloak-and-dagger version of “Twenty
Questions”—gving even the members of the authorized over-
sight comminiees only the most limited responses to those
guestions they zlrezfiy know enough to ask. Or, 25 ope Repubii-
can legislator szid: **Casey wouldn't tell you if vour<oat was on
fire——unless you asked him.” That grudging attitude, combined
witk theiniellizence chief”s way of mumbling his answers, made
bim few {Sends on Capitol Hill over the Jas: three years, but last
wesk's uproar over the mining of Nicaraguan ports finally
orought relztions between Congress and Casey 1o the breaking
poini—ihreatening his usefulness on the Hill, undermining
suppor for the pot-so-secret war in Nicaragua and endangering
the lzrger U.S. strategy in Central America.

Past Jeaders of the CLA, such as Director Stansfield Turner
and Depurty Director Bobby Inman, bave recognized the politi-
cal value of bringing Congress into their plans—in essence
mzking them cocongpirators. But even under fire last week, for
allegedly failing 1o fell Congress abouwt U.S. involvement with
the mining. Casey wes Jess than forthcoming. *“1 do not volun-
teer information,” boe participant in & closed-door brefing
reczeled him saving, “If you ask me the righbt questions 1 will
respond.” The legislators were understandably furious. It was
disastrous,” szid Tennessee’s Democranc Sen. Jim Sasser. Said
one Reputiices senator: “‘He was arrogant, confused, unknow-
ing [and did] & miserzbie job of explaining this problem.”

Obfuscation: Casey is disgusted with congressiopal intrusion
on the president’s abiliry to conduct foreign policy. He does not
believe that current oversight legislation requires the CLA 1o
Teport every pew tacuc (such as the mining of harbors under

. U.S. directon) in a previously approved covert operation (like
the conire war in Nicaragua generallv). And a reconstruction
of the triefings be did conduct shows—at the very lessi—the
oversight sysiem’s vulperablity 1o obfuscation and confusion.
Tbe mining began lest December and the contras were claim-
ing credit by Januery. Members of the House Intellipence
Commities were briefed on the operation at the end of that
mobth, but the extent of U.S. involvement reguired—U.S.
advisers anc technical experts operating on 2 CLA “motber
ship” offishore—wa¢ pot mentioned by Casey nor esked about.
Members of the committee first Jearned about that in &
mid-March briefing by Casey, and tben
only under persistent questioning from
Democrats Wycbe Fowler of Georgia
and Norman Minetws of California.

Casey first said the mining was being
done by “Larinos,” recording 10 & com-
mities source. He was asked repeatedly
who was directing the operation, pick-
ing the targets. “We are,” Casey finally
said. “We were stunined at what we had
beard,” said opne committee Democrat.

"“We had beer informed only beczuse
we had inguired ... not because they
thought i1 wzs anything they should
have volunteered.” Worse, there was
lirde they could do with the classified
information. “Once you know about it,
who the hell czn you tell?” griped an-
other comrzities member.

The Senzte Intellipence Committee
hzC been given even Jess 1o work with,
zlthough the panel and its chairman,
Arizone's Barmy Goldwater, have often
supporiec the CLA: Causey made only
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single-sentence references to the mining in two March presenta-

uons 1o thai panel, and none of the seaators followed up 2s
thoroughiy 25 their House counterpzrts. Vermont Democreat
Patrick Lezby leamned more by missing e scheduled briefing and
gemuing the story later from “‘second ner” CLA officials. Leaby
says be assumed that his colleagues on the panel had Jearned
2s much, bui there was little discussion of the matter among

- them; New York Democrat Daniel Patrick Moyniban felt so
“‘perayed” by inadequate briefimgs that be 10ld colieagues be .

would resign 2s vice chairman of the intellipence committee.
Open Secrer 1f the ClA’s congressional watchdogs really

-didn’t know more about the mining thap they were willing 10

admit in last week’s uproar, they certziniy had resson 10 be
suspicious and demand more informezton—and Leahy savs

members of the oversight comipiniees must immerse themselves . |

more deeply in the process. But any cover: operation thai
Tequires “bands on” involvement of U.S. personne] seems im-
poriant enough for the CIA 10 point out 1o the intelligence

committess. Indeed, some congressmen say they may insist on -

amended oversight legislation réquiring more complete report-
ing by the C1A before they approve even
part of the 521 million Reagan wants for
the open-secret war in Nicaragus.

As for Bill Casey, his old pal the presi-

Congressis likely 1o be more hostile than
ever. Even conservarive veterans of the
intellipence community—pleased by
Casey’s zbility 10 pump up the CLA
budget-—are becorming upset over dam-
age done to the agency’s credibility by
bam-handed covert action and running
batiles with Congress. Afier 2 Juncheon
attended by several hundred former in-
telligence oficers 2t Bolling Air Force
Base last week, one former senior official
reported: *If you had taken 2 vote there
on whether Casey should resign . . . the
results would bave been ‘Godspeed’.”

" DAVID M. ALPERN with
GLORLA BORGER JOHN J. LINDSAY and
NICHOLAS M. HORROCK in Washingion

The direcior: ‘] do not volunieer’
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US. trainers in Hondufas: Should Congress know everything? '
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dent remezins firmly behind him, but : ¢




